




Code Corner
New ICC Code Development Cycle

The 2015 code development process for the 
International Code Council (ICC) launches this year. 
Similar to previous cycles, code change proposals will 
be heard by Committees divided by topic area. New and 
different for this cycle is breaking the ICC Codes into two 
cycles, with Group A and Group B Committees hearing the 
proposals in spring, and Final Action Hearings in the Fall. 

Group A proposals will be heard and 
concluded in 2012:
IBC-Fire Safety – Chapters 7, 8, 9, 14, 26 and Appendix D.
IBC-General – Chapters 2-6, 12, 13, 27-34, Appendices A,  
	 B, C, F, H, K
IBC-Means of Egress – Chapters 10, 11 and Appendix E
IBC-Structural – Chapters 15-25 and Appendix G, I, J, L, M
International Fuel Gas Code
International Mechanical Code
International Plumbing Code
International Private Sewage Disposal Code

Group B Proposals are heard and 
concluded in 2013:
All Codes except IRC, IECC, Performance Code, 
Administrative 
International Energy Conservation Code
International Existing Building Code
International Fire Code
International green Construction Code
International Performance Code
International Property Maintenance Code
International Wildland-Urban Interface Code
International Zoning Code
International Residential Code

Although it looks easy, code change proposals that 
overlap disciplines may be heard during the previous year.  
For example, the IEBC structural provisions are heard in 
2012, rather than 2013.

Code Hearings involve industry representatives and government officials.  
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The ICC has tons of info about the code development 
cycle at the code development section of ICCSAFE.org.  

International Green Construction 
Code

After over 3 years of 
work, committee and final 
action hearings, the new IgCC 
Code Development Process is 
complete.  

Although the IgCC will 
be published in March, there 
have been several jurisdictions 

that have adapted the document for either mandatory or 
voluntary use.  

Concepts of the IgCC code are to drive ‘sustainability’ 
of buildings in addition to energy efficiency, recycling and 
reduction of chemicals in buildings.  Sustainability means 
energy is not used to remove and replace products in 
buildings.  Insulation values for many items increase with 
the code. 

There were several proposals that dealt with Chapter 
3 & 5.  Many industries will have to deal with this 
issue.  And, the project site is not immune either in new 
construction and renovation.  Contractors will need to 
develop efficient purchasing and installation procedures to 
meet these requirements. 

Although it looked like this may have been defeated, 
the Building Service Life Plan actually was moved to an 
appendix.  In this requirement, materials in concealed 
spaces, such as firestopping, must have a minimum 
service life of 25 years.  Optionally, the requirement could 
increase in years.  

At this point, the code does not define ‘concealed’.   
Concealed could be interpreted as anything above 
removable ceiling tiles.  Plus, the minimum service 
provisions in the code provide no exclusions like there 
would be in a contractor or manufacturer long term 
warranty.  Plus, the architect is in this liability loop as well 
as the designer. Although a great concept, there will need 
to be more clarification needed about this issue for the 
construction and renovation industry to comply with IgCC 
requirements. 

FCIA’s Standards Committee did speak to the building 
service life plan issue and firestopping.  

“We support the long building service life, 
and challenge the standards development 
organizations and manufacturers to come up 
with meaningful standards, that determine 
suitability for use of products in applications that 
can be reasonably expected to occur in the field.”

The IgCC is going to be adopted by jurisdictions and 
architects, specifiers, contractors and their supply chain 
will have to comply.  Industries do have time to prepare 
for this new IgCC once published, in March.  Watch for 
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more analysis after we see the finished code in March.

NFPA Code Development Cycle 

NFPA’s 2014 5000 Building and 101 Life Safety Code 
development meetings take place in 2012. Committees 
meet in May and August in both 2012 and 2013 to review 
proposals and comments. NFPA is using a new and 
improved cycle.  ‘Public Input’ (PI)  is now used as a new 
term for ‘Proposal’ that starts the process.  Visit http://
www.NFPA.org/Regs for complete info about the new 
process, forms and procedures.  

UAE Abu Dhabi National Building 
Code 

This code is managed by the Department of Municipal 
Affairs through technical committees from government 
departments, academia, consulting firms, oil industry 
and major developers in Abu Dhabi Emirate.  FCIA offers 
educational seminars in the UAE to the Departments of 
Civil Defence and Municipal Affairs to have meaningful 
dialogue about building and fire codes in the UAE.

Canadian National Building Code

The Canadian National Building Code is managed by 
the Canadian Commission on Building and Fire Codes, 
through standing committee and task group meetings.  
These meetings are open to the public.  Comments were 
due for proposals that committees hear in December, 
2011. The Standing Committee on Fire Protection meets 
May 14 & 15, in Vancouver. 



Life Safety Digest
2012 Industry Calendar

Jan. 23 to 27 
World of Concrete, Las Vegas

March 1 to 3
The PRECAST Show Featuring 
ICON, NCMA, ICPI Annual 
Meetings, Orlando

March 20 to 23
National Fireproofing Contractors 
Association Education Conference, 
Las Vegas

April 15 to 19
INTEX Convention & Trade Show, 
Charlotte

April 15 to 18
ASTM E-06 Performance of 
Buildings Meetings, Phoenix

April 24 to 27
FCIA Education and Committee 
Action Committee Conference,  
Las Vegas

April 29 to May 6
ICC Code Development Hearings, 
Group A Codes, Dallas

June 11 to 14
NFPA Conference & Expo,  
Las Vegas

June 24 to 27
ASTM E-05 Fire Standards 
Meetings, San Diego

Sept. 12 to 14
CONSTRUCT & CSI Annual 
Convention 2012, Phoenix

Oct. 15 to 16
Society of Fire Protection Engineers 
Annual Meeting, Professional 
Development Conference, 
Savannah, GA

Oct. 21 to Oct. 28
ICC Annual Conference & 
International Code Council Group  
A Final Action Hearings
Portland, OR

Nov. 6 to 9
FCIA Firestop Industry Conference 
& Trade Show

Dec. 2 to 5
ASTM E-05 Fire Standards 
Meetings, Atlanta
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