FCIA Industry Conference Agenda – November 6-8, 2002

Opryland Resort, Nashville, TN - “FCIA Leadership through Standards”

Speaker Bios – In order of appearance

FM 4991 / ASTM E 2174 & How Both Help Life Safety – Aedan Gleeson & Don Sabrsula

Aedan Gleeson, DRI, Gleeson Powers, Inc.

Aedan Gleeson is President, Gleeson Powers, Inc., a specialty firestop contracting firm based in Franklin, MA. As FCIA's first President and a Charter FCIA Member, Aedan has been a driving force in the formation of FCIA. Currently serving as Accreditation Chair, Aedan has been very involved in the firestop industry through FCIA and the International Firestop Council. He has given many presentations on firestopping to various architects, general contractors industry manufacturer groups. 

Aedan came the United States from Dublin, Ireland in 1990. He has been involved in US Construction market since then and the firestop industry since forming GPI in 1992. His experience in contracting has been with AC & S, Inc., a large insulation and firestop contractor and GPI - Gleeson Powers, Inc. Aedan was also a distribution company General Manager while at New England Distribution. 

When not volunteering to help FCIA or running GPI, Aedan enjoys sailing. He has volunteered teaching confirmation classes to Middle School age children at church as well. His college & teenage children (and wife) keep him on the run during time off . 

Gleeson Powers, Inc. ~ P.O. Box 305 ~ Franklin, MA 02038 ~ 

508-553-0800 ~ 508-553-0999 FAX ~ aed@gpi-firestop.com
Donald R. Sabrsula, DRI, FireSafe of Houston, Inc.

Don Sabrsula is Owner/President of FireSafe of Houston, Inc., located in Katy, TX.  The company was founded in 1982 and specializes in mechanical insulation and firestop systems installation.  

Don is also Owner and Vice President of Specialty Plumbing Services, Inc. located in Katy, TX.  This company specializes in commercial plumbing of new and multi-family dwellings.  

A charter member of FCIA, Don is active in the Accreditation Committee and has authored the 3rd party independent inspection standard.  He is a member of the ASTM E 06 Task Force on 3rd party independent inspection for FCIA.  He is also the FCIA Chair for the Technical sub committee on the subject.

Don’s other association memberships include the National Insulation Association (NIA) and Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC).  He is also a life member of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo Association.  Additionally, Don is a member of the I.C.N. Family Bible Church, is a State of Texas certified volunteer Prison Chaplain and participates in the “One on One” Prison Fellowship Ministry as a member and facilitator.

Don is married to Paula, and lives in the Houston, TX area.

FireSafe of  Houston, Inc. ~ P.O. Box 736 ~ Katy, TX 77492

281.391.3331 Phone ~ 281.391.7465 FAX ~  GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ firesafe@fbtc.net
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Package Your Firm to Reduce Insurance Costs – Robert Larson

Bob Larsen, Member Services Group, Inc.

Bob Larsen is President of Member Services Group, Inc., an insurance consultant and advisor to trade and professional associations in Hinsdale, IL.  Author, lecturer, and seminar/workshop leader, Bob writes extensively on insurance and financial planning for the closely-held corporation.  

Bob has testified before numerous (state and federal) legislative and regulatory bodies.  He’s advisor to the NAIC task force on Workers Compensation; advisor to the Federal Interagency Task Force on Product Liability; expert witness before Senate and House Committees considering the Risk Retention Act, and guided the formation of the first Purchasing Group.  

Bob has been president of Insurance Administration Center, Inc., and an executive in various insurance agencies.  He is currently affiliated with the Society of Financial Service Professionals, was a past president of the National Risk Retention Association, is on the board of the Society of International Business Fellows, and a member of The Association Forum of Chicagoland and the New York Society of Association Executives.  

Bob is interested and active in state and national politics with particular focus on regulatory matters and public health issues.  In his spare time, he enjoys golf at Point O Woods, Benton Harbor, MI.


Member Services Group, Inc. ~ 21 Spinning Wheel Road, Suite 18-P


Hinsdale, IL  60521 ~ 630.654.3000 ~ 630.654.3027 FAX ~ rllmsg@msn.com
FM 4991 QC Manual “How To” Seminar

Jeff Gould, PE, FM Approvals

Jeff Gould, Technical Team Manager, FM Approvals, wrote with FCIA and industry input, FM 4991, “Standard for the Approval of  Firestop Contractors”.  Jeff has been with FM for over 15 years, in various engineering capacities.  Jeff is a Registered Professional Engineer, represents FM on many NFPA, other industry Fire Door Committees.  Jeff lives in Bridgewater, MA, is married, has one baby and two grown children.  In his spare time he enjoys coin collecting and yardwork.

FM Approvals
 ~ P.O. Box 9102 ~ Norwood, MA  02062

781-255-4873 ~ 781-762-9375 ~ jeffrey.gould@fmglobal.com
FCIA Codes Update – NFPA / IBC

William E. Koffel, P.E., Consultant

Bill Koffel is President of Koffel Associates, Inc, a fire protection engineering and code-consulting firm with offices in Maryland and Connecticut.  Bill is active in the codes and standards development processes of various organizations.  Bill currently serves on the BOCA Building Code Interpretations Committee, as well as several NFPA Building Code and Life Safety Code Technical Committees, and also chairs the Technical Committee on Means of Egress. Bill was heavily involved in the development of the International Building Code.  He was a member of the IBC Means of Egress Committee and the International Existing Building Code Drafting committee.  He is also a member of the NFPA Technical Committee on Automatic Sprinklers, serving as the liaison from the Life Safety Code project.  Bill is also a member of the NFPA Technical Committee on Fire Tests.  He formerly served on the BOCA Basic/National Building Code changes committee.  He has been very active in the code development process of BOCA, ICBO and SBCCI prior to the development of the ICC.  You may also have read some of his articles, which appear as the "Building Scene" column in the NFPA Journal.  Bill was formerly with the Maryland State Fire Marshal’s Office.
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“Passive Fire Protection Risk Reduction using Firestopping”

Vincent J. (VJ) Bella, Louisiana State Fire Marshal

7919 Independence Blvd. ~ Baton Rouge, LA ~ 70806 

225-925-4911 ~ 225-925-4593 fax  

Carl Lawson, Duke University

Duke University Medical Center ~ 2200 W. Main St., #650 ~ Durham, NC 27710

919-286-8352 ~ 919-286-0688  

Ken Hercenberg, CSI, CCS, CCCA – Architect, RTKL Associates, Inc.

Born and raised in and around the small southern town of Washington, DC, Ken started out studying Geology, Chemistry, and Physical Sciences.  To make ends meet, he took a job with a small architectural firm whose task it was to help St. Elizabeth’s Hospital regain its accreditation.  After measuring and laying out floor plans for several dozen buildings, Ken found that he had learned space planning and programming, detailing, specifying, and the basics for putting together a set of Construction Documents.  Four years later, Ken began his trek to solidify his role of Construction Specifier, working for local, regional, national and international firms including Ellerbe/Becket and Sverdrup/Jacobs Engineering.  He is now Senior Specifier for RTKL Associates Inc., currently rated as the seventh largest A/E firm in the world.

Due to his involvement with spec writing, Ken received his Certified Construction Specifier (CCS) accreditation in 1987 and his Certified Construction Contract Administrator (CCCA) in 1997.

During this time, Ken found that the construction industry, for all its power and inertia, still needed to get a lot of things right.  A nit-picking sort of person, Ken insisted on bothering people so he could learn as much as he could about as many things as possible.  Ken’s first focus included architectural topics such as roofing, waterproofing, masonry, concrete, and exterior building skins.  

When working Construction Administration on a number of projects, Ken repeatedly found that his firestopping spec wasn’t being followed.  At all.  So he went ahead and put in a requirement for testing and inspection.  That requirement was pretty much ignored too.  Finally, in a fit of “Who gives a darn anyway?”, Ken sent in an editorial to The Construction Specifier magazine, issued by Construction Specifications Institute (CSI).  Lo and behold, people actually read the editorial and responded.  Positively.  Other people have the same beliefs and frustrations!  There’s even an organization, FCIA, that is dedicated to saving people’s lives by stressing the need for better passive fire-resistance.  Ken spoke at a session given by FCIA in Connecticut and met several individuals who really care about raising the level of the passive fire-resistance industry.  Realizing the importance of this goal, Ken has decided to support the industry as much as possible.  As a result, you are now reading this and will hopefully soon be participating in an interactive discussion regarding firestopping with him.  He’s looking forward to it.

Ken Hercenberg, Senior Specifier ~ RTKL Associates Inc. ~ 901 South Bond Street

Baltimore, MD  21231  ~ Tel: 410-537-6024, Fax: 410-385-2455, khercenberg@rtkl.com
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Chris Spencer, FM Global 
As a senior engineer, Chris is responsible for preparing and updating FM Global Loss Prevention Data Sheets dealing with structural and construction related issues, and providing assistance on interpretation for complex technical issues.  Chris has more than 30 years of experience in design, review and analysis of firewalls and fire subdivisions, as well as related issues such as fire doors and fire resistance of building materials.  Chris also spent several years in the Approval Division of Factory Mutual Research where he was responsible for fire testing of wall and floor assemblies, doors, penetration fire stop materials, and cooling tower components.  Chris has a bachelors degree in civil engineering and is a registered professional engineer.  His is a member of the National Fire Protection Association and represents FM Global on several NFPA Committees, including NFPA 80A, Exterior Fire Exposure, and NFPA 214, Water Cooling Towers.  He is also a member of the Society of Fire Protection Engineers.

FM Global ~ P.O. Box 9102 ~ 1151 Boston-Providence Tpke. Norwood, MA  02062

781‑255‑4876 ~ 781‑762‑8709 FAX 
 chris.spencer@fmglobal.com
Rich Walke, Underwriters Laboratories, Inc.

Rich Walke is an Engineering Group Leader with the Fire Protection Department of Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL) in Northbrook, IL.  Mr. Walke has been actively engaged in engineering and research for 26 years.  As an engineering Group Leader at UL, he is responsible for the supervisory and review activities of engineering investigations conducted on fire resistive products and construction.  His present areas of involvement include through-penetration firestop systems, joint systems, fire resistive electrical outlet boxes, electrical circuit protections systems, and fire resistive grease and air ducts systems.

Previously, Mr. Walke has been involved in supervisory and review activities associated with fire test investigations on interior finish building materials, air duct materials and solid fuel heating appliances.

Prior to undertaking supervisory positions, Mr. Walke was actively involved in the conduct of engineering investigations on interior finish building materials, electrical cable, air duct materials, and solid fuel appliances.

Mr. Walke received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering form Valparaiso University in 1976.  He is currently a Certified Quality Engineering with the American Society for Quality Control.


Underwriters Laboratories ~ 333 Pfingsten Rd .~ Northbrook, IL 60062-2096


847-272-8800 ~ Email: Richard.N.Walke@us.ul.com>

Ray Usher, Superl, Inc.

Ray Usher has been involved in the passive fire and smoke containment industry for 20 years, with particular strength on perimeter fire barrier conditions. He has worked on projects in 35 states, and one project in Taiwan. During his day-to-day operations, Ray works with architects, manufacturers, code officials building owners and others involved in the construction industry. Ray was the original co-chair of the Fire Safety in Hi-Rise Committee for AAMA (American Architectural Manufacturers Association). He is the current co-chair of the ICAA (Insulation Contractors Association of America) Commercial Committee. 

SUPERL, Inc. is an FM 4991 Approved Firestop Contractor, a 3M Master Contractor and an ICAA certified CBIC Contractor. Other honors include being named RSI (Roofing, Siding and Insulation) Magazine Contractor of the year in 1999, in addition to awards from U.S. Gypsum for the GTE Telops Headquarters. 
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Ray Usher, Cont’d

Ray has been married 19 years, and has two beautiful daughters (17 and 16 - whew!).

Ray Usher ~ Superl, Inc. ~ 5155 East River Rd., Suite 404 ~ Fridley, MN 55421-1025 

763-571-7464 ~ 763-571-7646   ray@superl.net
Jim Shriver, Thermafiber, LLC

Jim Shriver is Technical Services Manager for Thermafiber, LLC.  Jim has a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from Tri State University- Angola, IN, and has an AD, Engineering Aide (Tool & Die) from University of Toledo, Toledo, OH.  Jim has been with Thermafiber for 26 years, 5 years as Technical Manager.  He’s responsible for development of technical aspects of the company which includes testing and providing technical support for sales and marketing, insuring that company’s manufacturing facilities comply with published data and manufacturing specifications.  Jim has been responsible for UL and OPL Follow up Services; he established the corporate technical department and library of technical data to support all published data, sales and customer requirements; He developed and maintains a corporate quality complaint program; He initiated and developed a Technical and Installation Manual for Thermafiber Wall Spray Insulation; and was instrumental in development of a corporate presentation for Curtain Wall Fire Containment Systems; was Quality Manager for Thermafiber (10 years); Plant Manager for Thermafiber (3 years) Corporate Support and Production Manager for Thermafiber (2 years)

Jim is involved with ASTM Standards for C 16 and E 5, Member of ASTM E05.11.14 Task Group assigned to create the new industry standard for testing perimeter fire containment, entitled “Standard Test Method for Determining the Fire-Endurance of Perimeter Fire Barrier Systems Using the Intermediate-Scale, Multistory Test Apparatus”.  Jim has been involved with major code bodies (NFPA 5000, ICC, ICBO, SBCCI & BOCA).  

In the past few years, Jim co-wrote articles on “Clarifying Curtain Wall Firestop Standards”, “High-rise perimeter protection systems reviewed”, and “Perimeter Fire Containment In High Rise Structures” and Provided Technical Editing Assistance to the author of a book on insulation

Thermafiber, LLC ~ 3711 W. Mill St ~ Wabash, IN 46992.

219‑563‑2111 ~ 219‑563‑8979 FAX  jshriver@thermafiber.com
Chris Little, CSI, CDT – Carboline, Inc.
Chris Graduated from Auburn University in 1987 with BS in Industrial Mgt. He Worked in Texas for York Air Conditioning for 2 years, then moved to Alabama to start his career with W.R. Grace in Jan, 1989. While at Grace, Chris worked as field representative in the fireproofing & roof deck business units before joining their start-up masonry products business.  He worked in masonry products for 3 years, prior to moving to Atlanta as a Senior Sales Representative with the Fireproofing Unit.  It was in Atlanta that Chris developed training sessions for both contractors and architects, and was one of the first in Grace to receive the CSI – CDT.(Construction Document Technologist) certification


In Fall of 1999, Chris joined Carboline Company as Regional Fireproofing Manager & grew this this untouched business to over $1 million in less than 3 years.  In Jan, 2001, he was named as National Specification Manager 
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Chris Little, Cont’d.

of Carboline Fireproofing Division, where he develops all Architect/Engineer continuing education training, and trains Carboline field reps on the development of their businesses.

Chris lives in the Atlanta area with his wife and 2 boys.  His outside work activities include yard work, Church officer duties, scouting leadership and tennis.

Christopher K. Little, CDT  ~ National Specification Manager ~ Carboline Company
3245 Peachtree Parkway ~ Suite D, PMB 312 ~ Suwanee, GA 30024 
770-844-5910 ~ 800-848-4645 X5907 ~ 770-844-5925 fax clittle@carboline.com
John Swindlehurst ~ Director- Fireproofing Division ~ Carboline Company 
350 Hanley Industrial Ct. ~ St. Louis, MO 63144 
314-644-1000 X2321 ~ 800-848-4645 X2321 ~ john_swindlehurst@carboline.com
John Evans & Mike Peretz, Al Paul Lefton Public Relations

John Evans is senior vice president at Al Paul Lefton Company, a leading public relations firm that specializes in work for the building and construction industry.  A lawyer and former lobbyist, John has spent more
than 25 years handling communications programs for major building material manufacturers and construction industry associations.

Mike Peretz is the research director at Al Paul Lefton, where he has conducted all types of qualitative and quantitative research for scores of construction industry clients, following a successful career as a project
manager at prestigious Opinion Research Corp. in Princeton, New Jersey.

Al Paul Lefton Public Relations ~ 100 Independence Mall West ~Philadelphia, PA 19106

215-923-9600 ~ Fax: 215-351-4298 ~ e-mail: johnevans@lefton.com

