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Firestopping,
Made Simple

Has firestopping become a frequent
add-on to your insulation jobs?

Here's what you need to know about
firestop systems for insulated metal pipes.

By Raymond J. Bruno and Jim Stahl Jr.
ore and more frequently, insulation

contractors are being asked to include

firestopping in their scope of work.
Many others are actively bidding firestopping; still
more have a desire to bid, but feel they don’t have
an adequate knowledge or comfort level with regard
to firestopping. While insulation professionals may
be familiar with the thermal properties of various
pipe insulations, many are unfamiliar with how
these products behave in a fire. Here’s a glimpse
into the fire-resistance and burning characteristics
of commonly used pipe insulations and how they
should be properly firestopped.

Fiberglass Pipe Insulation

Fiberglass or glass fiber pipe insulation is an extremely common
pipe insulation material. It can range in thickness from a Va-inch up
to 4 inches. On most commercial projects, thickness normally does
not exceed 2 inches. The density of fiberglass is approximately 3.5
pounds per cubic fool. When firestopping fiberglass pipe

www.insulationoutiook.com

How to use firestop sealant around an insulated pipe.

insulation, it is recommended that the seams be tightly butted
when the insulation is installed. Any gaps or voids are areas where
airflow can occur. Oxygen is necessary for combustion, and wide
gaps or voids where air can flow unchecked can affect the
performance of a firestop system.
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